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It has been a great half term, I can’t believe how quickly it has flown by!
There have been many trips and special events this half term, including the lovely Easter Fair this
week, and the fundraising events ( Red nose Day and Film Night for Scope).
I hope you have all had a change to respond to our current consolation regarding the Whole School
Family Trip to Southend by train. It is looking like a very strong possibility it will go ahead, but we do
need a response from each parent for us to make a decision on whether there are enough parents
who are willing to go, in order to make sure it would be safe. We will all travel there by train, which
should be a great adventure for us all- The ‘Smithy Street Express’ !!
I’ve noticed that the number of families who regularly arrive late has been reducing, after recent
one-to-one meetings. This is encouraging news, bearing in mind how important good punctuality is.
We are about to offer Reception places and I can report to you that, for the first time in many
years, we have some spare places. This is due to a fall in birth-rate in Tower Hamlets. If you know
anyone who would like to have a space in a Smithy Street Reception class from next September
( the family does not need to live in this area), please encourage them to approach the office for
further information around the application process.
As promised previously, we are continuing to explore ways to provide better services to parents for
after school provision child care. There is an increasing number of families where both parents
work and I am hopeful that I may be able to offer parents this facility at low cost in the near future.
I am hoping you will all have a restful and enjoyable Easter break and look forward to seeing you all
at the start of the Summer term.
Best wishes,
Edith Philipsen
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Thank you for supporting “Dress for a laugh” to raise
money for Comic Relief. Our children and staff had a fantastic day!
Total we raised:

£423.21

Congratulations to both Year 5 Boys and Girls!
They came 1st in the Stepney green Cluster competitions (against other local schools). They then
went on to represent the Stepney Green Cluster
at the Borough Championships.
Well done!!

Children and teachers have been
working hard to develop our Edible
Growing Garden. We have two
brand new growing beds where we
will be planting lots of fruits and
vegetables.

Victoria and Albert Museum Trip
Both Year One classes paid a visit to the Victoria and Albert Museum in Kensington to
take part in a workshop supporting their DT
and science learning. The pictures on the
right show of the activities Bradley’s class
took part in at the Museum.

Thames Boat Trip to the Tate Modern

Year 3 had an exciting day with a visit to the Tate
Modern to support their recent art work. Rather
than travel by tube the children were treated to a
boat trip down the Thames allowing them to see
the famous buildings of London, supporting their
recent Geography topic work on iconic landmarks.

Recycling Plant trip
As part of their Geography topic about the
environment, Year 4 visited the southwark
Council recycling centre. They found out
what happens to many of the things we recycle and how they are put back into use.

Buddhist Temple Visit & Natural
History Museum Trip
Both Year 6 classes visited the Buddhist Temple in
Bethnal Green to support learning in their topic on
Buddhism. The children were amazed to find out
the temple had once been a fire station!

Year 5 also visited the national History Museum to
look at exhibits supporting their science work.

Year six Green Candle Project

Author Paul Ian Cross visited the Y1 and Y2 classes
and shared one of his books,
‘Praxx and the ringing robot'.
Here are some comments from Y2E children:
Umaymah – I found out that Paul had someone to help him with
the pictures called an illustrator.

A group of Year six girls have been working on a dance and Photography project
in conjunction with Mulberry School. The
end of the Sprint Term saw the finale of
the project with a display of the photographs and a showcase of the dance performances.

Nabeel – Paul’s brothers helped him make and publish the book.
Cabdullahi – I liked the part of the story where Praxx got in trouble by his mum because there was a lot of mess!
Tasnia – My favourite part of the story was when Praxx’s mum
woke him about because his mum, who is a robot, kept on beeping!

If anyone is interested in taking
Frank the guinea pig home for
the holidays, please inform
someone in the office.
Thank you.

PARENT GYM

The classes with the
highest attendance this term
(January to April 2017) are:

KS1 – Y2E - 96.9%
KS2 – Y5K- 97.9%

Start those life-changing conversations about healthy lifestyle, better
communication and getting that tricky
balance right between warmth and
discipline with children.
Taster day is on 19th May.
Programme runs from 26th May.

Well done!!

See Khaleda/ Sharron for more info

School Holidays
Easter Half term:

EID CLOSURE

Monday 10th April-Friday 21st April 2017
May Half term:
Tuesday 30th May-Friday 2nd June 2017

School will be closed for Eid on
Monday 26th June 2017

Summer Break:
Friday 21st July 2017-Return date to be
confirmed.

Eid parties will take place on
Tuesday 27th June 2017

