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Parental engagement: Friday coffee mornings, Tuesday exercise classes, Coffee mornings with the Headteacher, start of year class meetings, Film Night, parenting classes, ESOL classes, parent teacher meetings, Open/ ‘show’
lessons, Financial Literacy workshops, Healthy Eating workshop, Tales and Teapots fundraising for McMillan, Somali/Eritrean/Ethiopian parents’ coffee morning, Maths workshops.



School-based enrichment activities: Book fair, Children in Need fund raising, Young Shakespeare Company
workshops, History Truck, Financial Literacy Workshops, National Poetry week/ Science week, Teddy bear hospital,
Gorsefield Yr 6 school journey, Athletics competition, Stepney Maths league, Magic Lantern workshops, Ideas store
assemblies, Saxon Workshop, Road Safety workshops, Young Enterprise workshops, Football competition.



Trips to: London Zoo, St Dunstan’s Church, Stepney Green Park, Zoo workshop, Soanes Centre, Build a Bear
Stratford, Ben Johnson – Stepney Maths League, Athletics at Stepney Green , Para Games at Copper-box, V and A
Museum, Kids-mania, Soanes Centre, Centre of the Cell, Olympic Park, East London Mosque, Stepney Green Football competition, Lloyds Head Office
In total 40 trips took place in the last term.

Of course, the term isn’t over yet; we still have our Christmas fair and our KS1 Nativity performance to come. A
very special visit from Santa might also be on the cards! Please ask your child when their class will be having a
Christmas party and help them celebrate by providing some party food.

Sadly, it is time to say goodbye to one of our longest serving teacher, Rakib.
Rakib came to Smithy Street when it first opened in 1991, over 25 years ago. He came over from Bangladeshi in
1987 and worked in John Scurr Primary School before coming to Smithy street.
During his time at Smithy Street he has been a bi-lingual support teacher, a class teacher, a MFL teacher, and
an Every Child Count interventions teacher, developing a real expertise in Mathematics learning. He has also been
a teacher for the Community Languages team for many years. Rakib has been a great support to Smithy Street; his
dedication to the children and parents of Tower Hamlets are unrivalled. His sensitivity, his ability to deal with challenging issues and his sound advice will all be hugely missed.
Rakib will be retiring at the end of the Autumn term and of course we will not let his years of dedicated service go
unnoticed. Current and ex- staff, family, friends and Governors will have a special celebration to say thank you and
goodbye.
I know many parents might also like an opportunity to say goodbye, so we have arranged for Rakib to be present at
a special coffee morning on the last day of term, Friday December 16th at 9 am. All parents are welcome to attend.
In addition, some parents have started a collection and would like to buy a leaving gift for Rakib. You are most welcome to leave a contribution towards this with the office staff , if you’d like to.

Please remember that school finishes at 1 pm on Friday December 16th . School will re-open on Tuesday January
3rd , 2017.

I’d like to finish by wishing you all an enjoyable Christmas break and a very happy New Year.

SMITHY STREET SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

We’ve come to the end of a long and rewarding half term, and I thought it would be nice to look back and share
some of the lovely events for parents and children that have taken place this term. Activities like these help to make
Smithy Street a very special place:

With seasonal greetings and best wishes,
Edith
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Time Truck at Smithy Street School

Science Poem

KS2 children enjoyed an interactive sessions learning about the history of the local area and what their
immediate environment looked like in the past.

During science and poetry fortnight pupils enjoyed learning science poems, doing science
experiments based on these poems and creating
their own poems.

They were also introduced to archaeological methods and concepts

Jiggly, Jelly, Gloopy
Drip, Drop, Plip Plop, Glip
Glop
Squish it, Slurp it, Shake it

Year 4 Saxon Workshop 24.11.16
Year 4 have been learning about the Anglo Saxons in
History this half term. We were visited by One Day Creative and took part in a Saxon drama workshop where we
explored different types of Saxon people and learnt about
some of the many battles. Everyone took part in acting
out the different stages of the battle using freeze frames
and props even when poor King Harold lost his eye! It
was very enjoyable and we loved being Anglo Saxons for
the day!

Feel it sliding down my
throat. I tickled my belly and
I felt my Jelly.

By Tahiya A and Mehek
Year 5 Athletics
Year 5 took part in an Athletics competition at Stepney
Green School on Wednesday 19th October. We competed
against a number of other schools in the borough. We came
2nd in the athletics section of the competition and then 4th
overall after we competed in the relay.
Discovery Group also went to Poplar Baths to compete in the
'Primary Para Games' on Tuesday 1st November. Again we
competed against a number of other schools and took part in
different activities such as Fencing, Judo and Tag Rugby.

Year 4 Young Enterprise 1.12.16
Year 4 were very lucky to have a team of volunteers from
Goldman Sachs and Young Enterprise come and work
with us. We learnt all about a community and what it
needs to survive. We learnt about the important roles
within a community and how everyone must play their
part - even paying taxes! It was then time to plan our own
community using our initiative and looking after a budget,
we then had to present our ideas for our community to
the planning board and explain the benefits that it would
bring. Learning about grown up stuff has never been so
much fun and we had a great day. Thank you to Young
Enterprise and Goldman Sachs for making our workshop
so interesting!

Year 5 Abacus Financial Literacy project
This term Year 5 have been taking part in the Abacus Project, a new
and exciting family financial literacy program which works with children and parents to explore the practical and emotional aspects of
managing money. The program has consisted of seven workshops in
school, supported by volunteers from Lloyds, as well as a trip to The
British Museum and the Lloyds building.

Anti-bullying Week November 14th Workshops
Year 1 - You’ve Got A Friend in Me;
Year 4 – Power for Good.

Film night/Children in need 18th November

Year 1 Road safety
Road Safety Week November 21st. Keith came into school
to show KS1 children how to cross the road safely. KS2
children worked with Keith to think about the responsibilities
we all have to ensure everyone is safe when using our
roads.

We would like to thank all our parents for
purchasing books at the book fair. For
the total amount you all bought, we get
the same amount back to spend on our
library. In total you spent

£625.68
Thank you to all staff and children who
helped organise the Film night. We really
appreciate all the families who attended
and made the night a success. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the night!
In total we raised

Thank you all very much!

Well done to our highest attending classes for the Autumn term.
Key Stage 1
YEAR 3 LAURA
Key Stage 2
YEAR 5 KATE

Family Homework

Language and Literacy course

Who Do You Think You

We are currently recruiting for parents to join in the existing ‘Language
and Literacy Courses’. These classes run once a week for parents.
Assessments will be on Monday the
6th and Tuesday the 7th of January
from 9.00am.
If you are interested, please come
and speak to Khaleda/Sabia/ Sharron.

Every school holiday, families across the Stepney Partnership
primary schools enjoy ‘family homework’. Children, siblings and
parents/carers learn together and have fun!
This half-term’s homework invites you to find out more about your family.
When you come back to school in the new year you can share your learning
with your teacher and your class.

We are truly sad to say goodbye to our longest
serving teacher Rakib Ahmed. He will be missed
by all the staff members and children. As quoted
by a staff member;
“Rakid you are a legend!
Thank you so much for being an amazing teacher,
mentor, colleague and a friend!

School Holidays
Spring Half term:
Monday 13th February– Friday 17th February 2017

Any lost property needs to be collected
by half term or it will be disposed or
given away to charity.

Easter Half term:
Monday 10th April-Friday 21st April 2017

We have places available in the

May Half term:

breakfast club. Please contact

Tuesday 30th May-Friday 2nd June 2017
Summer Break:
Friday 21st July 2017-Return date to be confirmed.

the office if you are interested to
add your child’s name. Thank
you.

