ear parents,

As we near the end of the autumn term, I would like to discuss a few very important things:

Safety. I’m sure we all agree that keeping Smithy Street children safe is very important. The staff at smithy Street will
always try their best to never willingly put the children at risk, but the same can’t be said about all parents when
it comes to road safety. I would like to strongly urge parents who display unsafe behaviour when parking and double parking cars at the start and end of the school day to do their bit to keep all children safe. A few weeks ago,
we saw a potentially very serious accident where a car was parked in an unsafe place. This ultimately resulted in
the daughter, who was getting out of the car, being run over by a bike. The incident was witnessed by a number
of parents and children and was clearly visible on our CCTV. Can I once again please urge you to park in safe and
legal places only. Can I also ask you to set the right example to your children and to only cross the road at the
Zebra crossing.
Drugs dealing. We have had a number of reports from parents and staff who have seen drugs deals taking place outside of the school gates. We have CCTV footage and have handed this over the the police. Please report any
drugs dealing witnessed by you to us. (usually a car pulls up, a window is lowered, people come to the car and
receive a small package, which they then place in their mouth) . We will always report to the police, and often we
can get good CCTV footage of this to hand over to them. We are very concerned that our children grow up and
see this as ‘normal’ behaviour, and we really want to try and stop it from happening in smithy Street. To do this
we need your help.
Conduct by some parents. There has been a small number of parents who have reported that they have occasionally
felt intimidated by other parents. I’d like to remind parents that all such incidents are taken very seriously, and
that appropriate steps will be taken to address these concerns when they are reported to me. Treating each other
with kindness and respect is important for the whole school community.

Thank you to all of you who have given us invaluable feedback through the parents’ questionnaire. We will try and take
your suggestions into consideration. I will write to you again, once I ‘ve had the chance to process it all .

Finally, I do hope you will all have a wonderful Christmas holiday, and a very happy and healthy new year.

Kind regards

Edith Philipsen
Headteacher
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I go to Mathletics club and it helps me
learn my times tables, when I play hit the
button. I think clubs are good because
they can help children learn new skills.

Want to make a last minute
Christmas card?

Why not try to be more creative?
Zara (3Be)

When: Saturday 23rd Dec

When: 13th January– 2nd March

Time: 2:15– 3.30

I think clubs are good because clubs
help people develop new skills,
Athletics club helps me be more
active.”

Where: Idea Store
Cost: Free
What to see Santa? Why don’t
you come along and visit.
When: Saturday 22nd December

Time: 1.30-3PM
Where: 2 Cotall Street Poplar London E1
6TL

Sameeha (3Be)

Cost: £5
These are only some of the clubs
that are going in next term.
People should go to these clubs
because they are educational.
Badminton

Time: 3-4.30pm

Come try crafty kids party

RIGHTS
In clubs you have the right
to rest and play. You have
the right to an education
that should help you use
and develop your talents.

Cotemporary dance/Ballet

Where: Idea Store.

ICT

Cost: Free

French
Hockey

Like to dance?
When: Every Saturday
Time: 9.45am-1.00pm
Where: Chisenhale Dance Space
Cost: £8

By Nabil and Zahinur (3Be)

A number of dedicated parents have completed the seven week Abacus program at Smithy Street School. Parents have
evaluated the course to be really useful to talk about money at home with their children and also gained practical tips
budgeting and saving money. Parents also went on several trips as part of the course. At the end they were presented
with a certificate at the Lloyd’s of London.

Parents at the Crossrail path in canary wharf.

Tea time at the Sky Garden, Fenchurch St.
Awards ceremony at
Lloyd’s of London.

Parent volunteers
Two of our parent volunteers, Rena Begum (mother of Abu Tahmid Y4B) and Bilkis Ahmed (mother of Mariya Ahmed Y1R) volunteered to make
the children’s costumes for the KS1 Nativity play. They did a remarkable job and contributed to making the performance magical Thank you!
If any parents are interested in volunteering at the school or are happy to share your skills / talent, please come and speak to Khaleda / Sharron.

School Ambassadors
First Floor: Yameen (2E), Fabeha
(2R), Rayyan (1M), Yusuf (RJ)
Second Floor: Yaseera (4B),
Yaqoob (3B), Ubaid (3BR)
Third Floor: Ziyad (4J), Iqram
(5C), Myra (5L)
Fourth Floor: Saif (5L), Nuha
(6K), Imitiyaz(6N) Absent

Rights Respecting Schools Update
As you are all aware, Smithy Street Primary School is on its journey to
becoming a UNICEF Rights Respecting School. This half term we have been
focussing on setting up and establishing our Change Ambassador groups.
The Article 12 Ambassadors decided on 4 areas they would like to improve
in our school; Health, Playground; Global and Reading. These are the 4
areas of focus for the Change Groups. Children from Years 2-6 were given
the opportunity to apply for a position on one of our Change Groups and
had to complete a persuasive application form. Article 12 Ambassadors
and the lead teachers of each group met in November to decide who the
successful applicants would be. These children were presented with a
certificate in their class and will be starting their work for their change
group in the New Year. We are very excited to begin and will provide another update in the next Smithy Street Newsletter!

Attention to all year 5 parents!!
Year 5s have been taking part in the Abacus program where they have been learning about money in a
fun and exciting way. As part of their learning and achievement, both classes will be going on a trip to
Lloyds of London on Friday the 23rd March for the whole day. The trip is also open to all year 5 parents.
If you would like to join the trip, please come and see Khaleda ASAP. Deadline for signing up is Wednesday 9.30am.

Dear Nursery Parents,
Currently we have children attending our Nursery Part time and Full
time. In order to qualify for a full time place, you would need to show
eligibility. To be eligible, you will need to:





Both parents are working (or the sole parent is working in a lone parent family), and each parent earns, on
average:
a weekly minimum equivalent to 16 hours at national
minimum wage (NMW) or national living wage (NLW)
Each parent must earn less than £100,000 per year

Families where one parent does not work (or neither parent
works) will not usually be eligible for the extended entitlement. However the extended entitlement will be available
where one parent is in employment and a partner is in receipt of:








Incapacity benefit
Severe disablement allowance
Long term incapacity benefit
Carer’s allowance
Employment and support allowance
National insurance credits on the grounds of incapacity for work or limited capability for work

Please get in touch with Shelema in the school office if you
believe your eligibility status may have changed. If your
child is part time currently and you believe you may be eligible, please get in touch with us.

Thank you

Term Times 2018-2019
Autumn Term

Spring Term

Half Term

Starts:

Starts:

07/01/19

23/04/19

Half Term

Half Term

18/02/19-22/02/19

27/05/19-31/05/19

Finishes:

Finishes:

05/04/19( Closes at 1pm)

19/07/19 (Closes at 1pm)

22/10/18-26/10/18
Finishes:
21/12/2018 (Closes
at 1pm)

Summer Term

INSET days

Public Holiday



Monday 22nd July 2019

May Day—6th May 2019



Tuesday 23rd July 2019



Wednesday 24th July 2019

Occasional Days
Eid-Al-Fitr—Likely to be 4th June 2019

If anyone is interested in taking
Brett home for the Christmas
holidays, please speak to the
office.

Family Homework
Design a yearly calendar
for your family or class
that highlights special
celebrations throughout

Celebrations

the year.

Every holiday, families across the Stepney
Partnership Primary Schools enjoy ‘Family
Homework’. Children and parents/carers
learn together and have fun! There are lots

All over the world, people celebrate different
special occasions. Choose a country and
research a event people there.

of different activities to try, so get busy!
These are suggestions, you are welcome to
come up with your own ideas. Those compiled
by our Article 12 Ambassadors have a star

Thank you.

Set up a Hogwarts like table and invite family
and friends to the celebration. Make crackers that have jokes inside to decorate the
table. Create a celebration menu and make a
dish.

Every Friday morning
from 9.00-10.30am in the
Extended Schools Room.

Women’s Exercise
Every Tuesday mornings
from 9.00-10.00am in the
middle hall.

