D

ear parents and carers,

I am pleased to say that following a local consultation, the Council have finally been persuaded to take positive action.
We have been told that they have decided to implement several safety and improvement measures, due to start in
February. The works will take around 3 to 4 weeks to complete. Plans include:
Making Smithy street a one way street, so U-turns are no longer possible. This will involve making the entrance
and exit at both ends of Smithy street narrow ( 1 lane) , and means drivers can only enter Smithy street from
Jubilee street and exit onto Jamaica street. Please note that this will start from February 12th onwards.
Narrowing the road, so speeding and double parking are less likely.
Adding zig zag lines in front of the school, and reducing the number of resident parking bays, so vision of the road
when leaving the school is clearer and therefore children are less likely to be hit by a car.
Moving the zebra crossing which is currently staffed by Sue, the lollypop lady, to directly in front of the
big playground gates, so parents and children are more likely to cross in a safe place.
Enhancing the new widened pavements with planting, making the area more attractive. The children in Smithy
Street will have an opportunity to be involved in making planting decisions here.

I imagine that some of you may be somewhat inconvenienced by this, both in the short term when works are carried
out (e.g. noise/ road closed/ access to school needing to be moved to another location) and in the longer term when
cars will need to be parked away from Smithy Street and when the last part of the journey will need to be done on
foot. However, I’m hoping everyone can see the benefit to the safety of our children. It would also be a good opportunity to review sustainable travel options and consider walking, cycling, or taking public transport to school. I would
like to thank the parents who supported the school in making this happen, and also would like to thank you all in advance for your patience and your support during the road works period.

Please make note of the following dates:
School is closed for polling day ( Mayoral elections) on May 3rd. Year 6 will be expected to come to school in the
morning, because they will need to make final preparations for SATS.
The whole school family trip will take place on Jun 29th- please book time off work if you can. (This is a change
from the previous date)

Leadership and teachers are currently discussing ideas for ensuring that every child at Smithy Street has enrichment
opportunities. The question we are asking ourselves is: What are the sorts of experiences all children would have over
the course of their time here, that would enhance their education? Any exciting or creative ideas are welcome!

Kind regards,

Edith Philipsen

SMITHY STREET SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

With the support from a number of pro-active parents, we have lobbied the Council to improve the safety of our children in Smithy street ( the street, not the school). As you know, morning drop-offs and after school pick-ups can be
very unsafe, due to some inconsiderate, dangerous and illegal driving and parking. As you know, unfortunately there
are many drivers (and sadly some of those are parents of children at Smithy Street) who double park, park in front of
the fire exit/ big gate where everyone enters the playground, make dangerous U–turns, ignore the lollypop lady and
speed though the street. There are also a few number of parents who choose to cross the road in random places instead of using a zebra crossing, and by doing this are (in my opinion) providing a poor example to their children.

Volume 2
Issue 9
08/02/2018

Stepney Partnership
Family Homework
Stepney Partnership schools are working together to give children and families exciting homework so that families, friends
and neighbours can learn together. A booklet was sent out a few
weeks ago, it had lots of activities about Heroes and Heroines
to help make the most of your time
together as a family over the half-term holiday.
Make your own comic strip about
your superhero

Enjoy a film with a

Heroes of the Wars—Visit the
Imperial War Museum and find out

superhero e.g.

what great deeds were done dur-

Spiderman,

ing the wars!

Guardians of the Galaxy

YEAR 2 TRIP TO BEANSTALK BOOK FEST

Year 2 visited Beanstalk Book fest
on Friday 20th October to meet
Alex T. Smith, the author of Claude.
He spoke to us about his inspiration, showed us how to draw
Claude and gave us all signed copies of his new book 'Santa Claude'.

YEAR 1 SHAKESPEARE’S GLOBE ‘CHILDREN AS
‘STORYTELLER PROJECT’

Our Year One classes have become involved with
The Shakespeare’s Globe project, 'Children as
Storytellers'. The opening session saw a visiting
tutor from the Globe helped the children to act
out Shakespeare's 'A Winters Tale' play. The children particularly enjoyed adding in the many
sound effects that were needed although the
weather outside on the day meant a howling wind
was already provided!

Attendance
We started the school year off with fantastic attendance across the school board.
However, attendance had disappointedly
dropped to 94.8 percent towards the end
of the autumn term. The national average
and minimum requirement is 95% and
above attendance. Currently the overall
attendance for the whole school (nursery
to Year 6) is 94.9%. We need to work harder to reach our minimum requirement.
Well done to everyone who has been coming to school regularly! Keep up the great
work!!

Attendance fortnight
In November last year, we had the ‘Attendance Fortnight’.
The winners from our whole school raffle were…
1st prize, family meal at a restaurant of choice – Sindid Y1RK
2nd prize, £10 WH Smiths voucher – Ajera Y4J
3rd Prize, boxed art set – Afia Y5K
4th prize, children’s headphone– Ihsan Y3L
5th prize, Animation DVD – Nyrah Y4B

ABACUS Parents Workshops
We have started a new six week money saving and management workshops for parents. The workshops will cover budgeting, managing money, avoiding debt, our attitudes to money and what influences our spending. The sessions are on
every Wednesdays from 07/02/2018 – 21/03/2018, from
9.00-11.00am, followed by a trip to Lloyds on the 23rd of
March. The workshops are targeted at year 5 parents as it
will be delivered in conjunction with what the year 5 pupils
will be learning in class. We have also opened the workshops
for all other parents who would like to attend or we feel will
benefit from attending. Please see Khaleda / Sabia / Sharron
for more information and enrolment.

International Evening will be held on
22nd February in the bottom hall from
3:30-5:00
Families and children are invited to a fun packed
evening. Families will have the opportunity to
take part in
workshops where they will learn some different
styles of dance to include Bollywood and Flamenco.
We would appreciate any kind donations of
home cooked food for the event.

We are extremely pleased as the overall whole school punctuality
numbers have significantly improved. Well done to everyone who
is coming to school on time!!
Our ‘punctuality fortnight’ will take place next term. So keep your
eyes peeled and your clocks ticking for a chance to win more
great prizes!!

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Public Holiday

Spring Term

Summer Term

Starts: 03/01/2018

Starts: 16/04/2018

Half term

Half term

12/02/2018-16/02/2018

28/05/2018-01/06/2018

Finishes: 29/03/2018 at 1pm

Finishes: 20/07/2018 at 1pm

May Day 7th May 2018
Occasional Holiday
Eid-Al-Fitr– Likely to be on the 15h June 2018
Polling Day CLOSURE
May 3rd 2018-Year 6 in AM only for SATs prep

If anyone is interested in taking Frank the guinea
pig home for the holidays, please speak to the
office.
Thank you.

Supporting learning at home
To allow parents to see the methods of calculating
we teach in each year group at Smithy Street, we
have published our calculations policy on the school
website. The policy shows examples and diagrams of
how we teach addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division to allow parents to support their children using the same methods. The policy can be
found under the Curriculum tab in the Mathematics
page at wwww.smithystreet.org.uk

Key Dates


Thursday 15th March: Parent teacher meeting afternoon-School closes at 1.00pm



Tuesday 24th April: Edith Parent’s Coffee Morning-910am



Tuesday 26th June: Edith Parent’s Coffee Morning-910am



Friday 6th July: Open Afternoon– School closes at
1.30pm



Thursday 19th July: Year six Leavers Show



Monday 3rd September: INSET DAY



Tuesday 4th September: INSET DAY



Wednesday 5th September: School year start for all pupils Year 1 to 6

The website also contains examples of the handwriting font we teach at Smithy Street. Again parents can familiarise themselves with the letter formation and letter joins we teach via the website,
using the English and Literacy page under the
Curriculum tab.

Left to right

This year our Spring Fair will be held on

Front row Wajiha (Y3L),

nd

Thursday 22 March 3.45 – 5pm
If you would like a table at £15 per table to sell
your wares, please see Khaleda, Sabia or
Sharron.

Nabil (Y2EL), Natasha (Y4J), Rafee (Y4B), Nushrat (Y4B)
Back row Rayyan (Y3L), Younus (Y6K), Rahat (Y3B), Samirah (Y6N), Raeid
(Y5K)
Absent: Zaynab (Y2Em), Usayd (Y5C)

