Dear parents and carers,

As you know, we have been working very hard to ensure that the street in front of school is safe for children.
Alongside other measures, we have decided to take advice from LB Tower Hamlets and we have installed a couple of CCTV cameras, so traffic can be monitored.
We do need your help, so please tell us if you spot any dangerous behaviour such as speeding and making dangerous U-turns. As
long as you can tell us the time and colour of the car, we can review the footage and pass the information onto the police for
follow up.
Anything you tell us would be be kept confidential, and you would be helping us keeping the children in Smithy Street safe!

Late pick-ups:
Increasingly , I have noticed that children are picked up late after school. This is not acceptable as staff are either due to finish work or are needed somewhere else. In addition, children can find it quite stressful to be picked up late as they worry about
what might have happened to their parent. School finishes at 3.30pm and I would like to remind all parents and carers that is
essential that you are here to pick up your child on time.

Appointments and holiday in term –time
Please remember to book medical appointments outside of school time. If this is not possible, please try and book them around
lunchtime or as close to the end of the school day as possible. Siblings cannot come along to appointments, and you are expected to make other arrangements for them.
Holidays in term time are not permitted and will highly likely result in a penalty notice being issued.

Lunchtime provision:
Some children have told us that they are worried that issues at lunchtime are not always fully dealt with. We have therefore
made changes to the way we operate lunchtimes, and have allocated 2 designated midday-meal supervisors to keep an eye on
each phase group. Children are encouraged to speak to their designated key MMS if they have any worries or concerns. This system is operating well so far.
We have also made other changes to the way lunchtimes operate. Children in KS1 now come in 15 minutes earlier, in order to
avoid the busiest part of lunchtime. (This was the time when all children in KS1 and KS had finished lunch and for some children is
was not a positive experience.) KS1 children now have a slightly longer afternoon playtime. We have also added some lunchtime
clubs for KS2 children, including dance, library and Mathletics. Children are chosen by their need and by their interest.

Mid-year reports and parent /teacher meetings:
You should be receiving you child’s midyear report around March 8 th . We will close at 12 pm on March 9th for a ½ day inset day,
and you will be invited to come and discuss your child’s attainment and progress between 1.45 and 7 pm on that day.

I’m wishing you a very enjoyable and restful half-term

Best wishes
Edith Philipsen
Head teacher

Please check: www.smithystreet.org.uk for more information
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School Councillors in both Smithy Street School
and Redlands judged the winners of
‘Best Christmas Jumper’
Congratulations to Natasha in 3L and Nori in Jade
class.

£121 was raised for
‘Save the Children’
Lucy the bear visits Faldingworth
Lucy, the bear from Nursery, has gone on holiday to Lincolnshire. She is visiting Faldingworth School to tell
them all about our school in London. They really enjoyed looking at the photographs and information in our
Special Book! We can't wait for their dragon to come and
visit!

Bring your pyjamas, your slippers and your favourite cuddly toy for
some exciting adventures and story telling in our oversized bedroom
full of duvets, pillows and feathers.
Date: Monday 13th February
Time: 10.30am
Meet at Mile End Station
(Bring your oyster cards)
FREE ADMISSION
Please see Khaleda and Sabia

If anyone is interested in taking
Frank the guinea pig home for the
holidays, please inform anyone in
the office.
Thank you.

Family Homework
Books
Every school holiday, families across the Stepney Partnership
primary schools enjoy ‘family homework’. Children, siblings
and
parents/carers learn together and have fun!
This half-term’s homework invites you to be a reader and
bury yourself in books. You can read, make costumes, design
bookshelves, visit the library as long as it involves the printed

What’s your favourite

word! When you come back to school, you can share your
learning with your teacher and your class.

bedtime story?

Join the Library!
Go to the IDEA store.
Borrow lots of books!
Research the history of
libraries!
‘Libraries gave us power!’
www.ideastore.co.uk/idea
-store-whitechapel

Read it to your younger
brother or sister!

Congratulations to Year 3R who for the 2nd time
running had the highest return rate for family
homework!
Well done!

Film Night and cake sale: All are welcome to watch
‘Inside Out’

Cost: £1 per entry

Date: Thursday 23rd March 2017

Charity: Scope supports individuals
and their families with disabilities.
Their vision is to ensure those with
disabilities have the same
opportunities in life.

School Holidays
Spring Half term:
Language and Literacy course

Monday 13th February– Friday 17th February
2017
Easter Half term:
Monday 10th April-Friday 21st April 2017
May Half term:
Tuesday 30th May-Friday 2nd June 2017
Summer Break:
Friday 21st July 2017-Return date to be confirmed.

We are currently recruiting for parents to join in
the existing ‘Language and Literacy Courses’.
These classes run once a week for parents. Assessments will be on Monday the 6th and Tuesday
the 7th of January from 9.00am.
If you are interested, please come and speak to
Khaleda/Sabia/ Sharron.

Sickness Bug
We have had an epidemic with the
sickness bug. We need to work together to help prevent other children and staff from catching the
bug. If your child has vomited or
had diarrhoea, you need to keep
your child off school for 48 hours.
Thank you.

Any lost property needs to be collected by
half term or it will be disposed or given
away to charity.

We have places available in the breakfast club. Please contact the office if
you are interested to add your child’s
name.

