Dear parents and carers,

I am also very pleased that parents are now making a really big effort to plan medical and dental appointments at the end of the school day, in order to ensure children miss as little teaching time as possible. I’d like
to say a huge’ thank you’ to parents for this as well.
I hope you are enjoying the promising start of spring and that you have attended our spring fair last week. I
was very proud of the fact that Smithy Street remained open during the snow days and that so many of you
managed to come to school despite the travel issues. Together we made sure that no valuable learning time
was lost, and staff really went the extra mile to make sure all children were able to attend lessons and were
safe and well looked after.
Sadly, the number of families who decide to take leave in term time seems to be growing again. This has resulted in the number of children who are classified as PA (persistently absent) to be far too high. Any child
whose attendance falls below 90% is classified as PA, and at the moment there are 37 children across the
school who fall into this category.
I understand that airline costs are much higher during break times, but please remember that parents have
a legal duty to ensure children attend school regularly, and may be issued a penalty notice where they fail to
do.
I’m pleased to see that the one way system in front of our school is beginning to be effective. We are eagerly
awaiting for the pavement alterations, relocation of the zebra crossing and signage to be completed .
Please remember to check our school website at www.smithystreet.org on a regular basis. There is a very
comprehensive section for parents, as well as sections with news and a gallery with photos and clips of
events and trips.
Thursday 29th March will be a 1 pm closure. Please ensure that you collect your children at that time.
I’m wishing you a restful and refreshing Easter holiday.
Kind regards
Edith Philipsen
Head teacher Smithy Street Primary School
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You may remember I wrote to you at the start of the school year raising my concerns about our persistent
issues around lateness. At that time an average of 22 children arrived at school after 9.00 am. However, I am
very pleased to say that the improvement this year has been remarkable! On average there are now only
around 10 children who arrive late each day. Bearing in mind that some of these children come from the
same families, it is a significant achievement. I would like to say ‘thank you’ to the attendance and punctuality team for doing such a great job, this will surely benefit children’s progress and achievement at school.
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Smithy Street celebrated World Book
Day with a “Dress as a Book Character”
day. The pictures below show our nursery class getting into the spirit of the day.

This half term we celebrated the opening of our new
school outdoor gym with a grand opening ceremony! Children from years 1-6 and their teachers came to celebrate
together as the ribbon was cut to symbolise the official
opening. Our new outdoor gym has been built to support
and encourage children to be more active, engage in more
physical activity and to develop awareness of ways to
maintain a healthier lifestyle. Children are also awarded a
token when they have use the new gym equipment. This is
part of our new whole school initiative where children and
classes compete against each other to collect the most
sports tokens. The classes with the most tokens are
awarded a special sports trophy as well as a prize each
week.

LET IT SNOW…
The “Beast from East” sparred Smithy Street from the
worst of its unseasonal snow but still left us with several
days of snowy playtimes. The pictures show Year Three
taking their turn playing in the snow in the playground.

With Bollywood workshops, Chinese Dragon chases and
Flamenco displays the annual International Evening had a
strong dance element this year. Our Key Stage One Choir
also sang a range of songs from around the world to open
the event. As the pictures show, the interactive dance
shows were a big hit!

The Spring Fair gave us the opportunity to showcase the pupils
Art and Design Technology skills with a fabulous exhibition of
their work taking place in the hall. The amazing creativity of the
work was admired by all the visitors. In the playground we had
a lovely selection of stalls from food, drinks and selling of toys!
The atmosphere was amazing, thanks to everyone who attended and contributed towards making it a successful Spring Fair.

BIKE IT SCHEME

Isaac 6K has won a brand new bike from the Bike
It scheme. His mum entered a parents raffle across
Tower Hamlets and he was the lucky winner!
Zaaki 6N created an air pollution banner which
was chosen out of all the children in Smithy Street
to be made into a large version to go outside the
school. Well done Zaaki!

Public Holiday

Key Dates

May Day 7th May 2018



Tuesday 24th April: Edith Parent’s Coffee Morning-910am



Tuesday 26th June: Edith Parent’s Coffee Morning-910am



Friday 6th July: Open Afternoon– School closes at
1.30pm



Thursday 19th July: Year six Leavers Show

Summer Term



Monday 3rd September: INSET DAY

Starts: 16/04/2018



Tuesday 4th September: INSET DAY

Half term



Wednesday 5th September: School year start for all
pupils Year 1 to 6

Occasional Holiday
Eid-Al-Fitr– Likely to be on the 15h June 2018
Polling Day CLOSURE
May 3rd 2018-Year 6 in AM only for SATs prep

28/05/2018-01/06/2018
Finishes: 20/07/2018 at 1pm

This year the Whole School
Family Trip is on Friday 29th
June to Shoeburyness Beach.
If anyone is interested in taking Frank
the guinea pig home for the holidays,
please speak to the office.

Please save the date!

Please could you update the
office if you have change of
contact details.

Thank you.

Thank you.

