ear parents and carers,

It’s hard to believe we’ve almost reached the end of the first half term- time flies!
It was great to see so many parents, including dads, attending the parent/ teacher
meetings last week. In response to parental suggestions, this year we decided to change
the timings of them, to enable working parents to attend more easily.
Although it made for a very long day for teachers, who in many cases were here from 7.30
in the morning to 7.30 in the evening, it was well worth it, as the turn-out was better than
ever.

I was disappointed to see the latest punctuality data for the school. On average around 25
children arrive late (after 9.00 am) every day. This is a significant rise compared to any
point last year, and it must be urgently addressed. Arriving late is not helping children to
develop good habits for their future working careers and important learning will be missed.
Children all start the day with Reading and by arriving late they are missing crucial teachers’
input, which will impact on their progress.

Reading will be a major focus for school development this year. Children who read for
pleasure ( children who enjoy reading) and children who are developing reading
‘stamina’ (children who are able to read longer texts) tend to be children who progress
faster and further. This is something you can really help your child with at home. Ask your
child to tell you about the book they are reading, their favourite bits, the characters in the
book, anything at all . This will help them think about the book and will give them the message that reading is important. Please make sure your child is reading at home every day. In
addition to this: sharing books and reading a book to your child is even better. Reading a
good book to your child (even if the child is in KS2) remains very important. It enhances
enjoyment and helps to develop good ‘book talk’. Getting older siblings involved is also a
good way to encourage this. Visiting libraries and Idea Stores, giving books as birthday presents; they can all be good strategies to encourage reading. It is very important you try and
find out what sorts of books your child likes to read, and allow them to develop their love
for reading through their own natural preference. This may include a love for a specific author or even a love for non- fiction (factual) books. In my opinion, a child can never read
enough!

I hope you will all enjoy the Autumn half term when it arrives and hope you will join me in
wishing Year 6 a fantastic time in Gorsefield next week.

Warmest regards,
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The National Literacy Trust is a national charity dedicated to raising literacy levels in the UK. Macmillan Cancer
Support is one of the largest British charities and provides specialist health care, information and financial
support to people affected by cancer. Our staff and pupils had dressed up to raise money for both charities. We
also had a successful day selling cakes and Somali tea.
Thank you to everyone, for their cooperation and support. The total we raised was

£232.60!

Family Homework

Every school holiday, families across the Stepney
Partnership
primary schools enjoy ‘family homework’. Chil-

Below are the dates and times each class has
their PE session. Please remember to give
your child’s PE kit. Also can you make sure
your child does not wear their earrings on
the day they have PE. If there are any issues
with this, please speak to the teacher.
Thank you.

dren, siblings and
parents/carers learn together and have fun!
This half-term’s homework is based on the theme
“Fire.”

Stepney partnership Family Trip
Location: The monument Building
Date: Monday 24th October
For more info please see Khaleda or Sharron.

Class
Y6 Lucy
Y6 Kimberley
Y5 Heather
Y5 Kate
Y4 Emma
Y4 Jannath
Y3 Laura
Y3 Ruji
Y2 Natalie
Y2 Ellie
Y1 Rukshana
Y1 Bradley
Recep Nadia
Recep Abi
Nursery Ruth

Day
Friday
Friday
Thursday
Thursday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Monday
Wednesday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Monday
Monday
Wednesday
Friday
Friday

Time
2.15-3.15
1.15-2.15
1.30-2.30
2.30-3.30
2.30-3.30
2.30-3.30
1.30-2.30
1.30-2.30
2.30-3.30
1.30-2.30
1.30-2.30
2.30-3.30
9.15-10.15
9.15-10.10
9.10-10.10

Attendance and Punctuality
Attending school regularly is important to your child’s learning and their future. Our minimum expected attendance is 95%. If your child is going to be absent from school, you must phone the school and let us know. Also children
must be in class before 9.00am as registers are taken at 9.00am sharp. Anyone arriving in the building at 9.00am or after will be marked in late.
Chris Jordan is our new Attendance Welfare Officer. Chris is here at Smithy
Street most Friday’s. If you would like to discuss any attendance, punctuality or welfare issues please come and speak to the office or Khaleda and an
appointment can be made for you.
Our minimum expected Attendance is: 95%
Above 98% = EXCELLENT
BETWEEN 96%-98% = GOOD
Between 95%-96% = SATISFACTORY
Between 93%-95% = UNSATISFACTORY
Between 90%-93%= CAUSE FOR CONCERN

Due to health and safety the school implements a one way system at the start
and end of school to avoid any collisions.
Our front gates will be locked from
8.50am untill 9.00am and 3.20pm until
3.40pm. Please enter through the main
gates during these times. Thank you.

Below 90%= PERSISTANTLY ABSENT = SERIOUS CAUSE FOR CONCERN
Parental courses currently running
Family Learning Literacy Course every Monday Morning
Family Learning Basic Literacy Course every Tuesday Morning
Abacus ‘all about Money’ programme being delivered in year 5 along side with the parents. Every Tuesday morning from 9.00-10.30am. If interested please come and speak to
Khaleda or Sharron.

With Edith
9.00am-10.00am

8th November
17th January
28th March
16th May
13th June

Well done to the group of parents who
have successfully completed a six week
‘Parent Gym’ programme last term.

School term and holiday dates
Autumn term
Autumn 1

Monday, 5th September – Friday, 21 October 2016

Half-term

Monday, 24 October – Friday, 28 October 2016

Autumn 2

Monday, 31 October – Friday, 16 December 2016- Break up at 1 pm for Christmas holiday
Spring term

Spring 1

Tuesday, 3 January 2017 – Friday, 10 February 2017

Half-term

Monday, 13 February – Friday, 17 February 2017

Spring 2

Monday 20 February – Friday 7 April 2017- Break up at 1 pm for Easter holiday
Summer term
Monday, 24 April – Friday, 26 May 2017

Summer 1
Half-term
Summer 2

School closed for Bank Holiday Monday May 1st
Tuesday, 30 May – Friday, 2 June 2017
Monday, 5 June – Friday, July 21st - Break up at 1 pm for Summer holiday
Our five inset days are:

Spring
Summer

Thursday March 9th (half day) - Break up at 1 pm (Parent / teacher meetings due to take place
from 1.45 pm to 7.00 pm)
Monday July 24th whole day
Tuesday July 25th whole day
EID (approximate)

Start of Ramadan

Around Saturday, 27 May 2017

Eid Al-Fitr

Monday, 26 June 2017 (We won’t know which day Eid will be until the night before, as this
depends of the sighting of the moon. Parents will be notified by text message. Child-care for
non-Muslim parents who work can be arranged in advance at a small cost of £10.00 per child)

Flu vaccinations for Year 1-3 on the
Monday 31st October. We will need
your consent, if you would like your
child to have the flu vaccination.
Please remember to hand in the form,
which was given out on the 11th October 2016.

Any lost property needs to be collected by
half term or it will be disposed or given
away to charity.

