Term Times 2018-2019

Summer Term

INSET days

23/04/19

May Day—6th May 2019



Monday 22nd July 2019

Half Term

Occasional Days



Tuesday 23rd July 2019



Wednesday 24th July
2019

27/05/19-31/05/19
Finishes:

Eid-Al-Fitr—Likely to be
5th June 2019

Dear parents and carers,

I hope you are enjoying the promising start of Spring and that you have attended our Spring STEAM fair this week.
I personally love this time of year, and I hope you will all have the opportunity to take some time out with your children
to enjoy all the treasures London has on offer currently.

19/07/19 (Closes at 1pm)

Term Times 2019-2020
Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Starts:

Starts:

Starts:

04/09/19

06/01/20

20/04/20

Half Term

Half Term

Half Term

21/10/19-25/10/19

17/02/20-21/02/20

25/05/20-29/05/20

Finishes:

Finishes:

Finishes:

20/12/19 (Closes at 1pm)

03/04/20 (Closes at 1pm)

17/07/20 (Closes at 1pm)

If anyone is interested in
taking Brett home for the
Easter and Summer holidays, please speak to the

Dear Nursery Parents,
Currently we have children attending our Nursery Part time and Full time. In order to qualify for a full time place, you would need to show
eligibility. To be eligible, you will need to:



Both parents are working (or the sole parent is working in a lone parent family), and each parent earns, on average:
a weekly minimum equivalent to 16 hours at national minimum wage (NMW) or national living wage (NLW)



Each parent must earn less than £100,000 per year



Families where one parent does not work (or neither parent works) will not usually be eligible for the extended entitlement.
However the extended entitlement will be available where one parent is in employment and a partner is in receipt of:

Incapacity benefit

Severe disablement allowance

Long term incapacity benefit

Carer’s allowance

Employment and support allowance

National insurance credits on the grounds of incapacity for work or limited capability for work

office.
Thank you.

I hope you will all have had the opportunity to read and process the joint Redlands and Smithy Street letter from the Governing Bodies regarding our potential amalgamation (merger) of both schools. This letter was sent to parents a couple of
weeks ago, please ask the office staff for a copy of this letter if you did not get it or have lost it. I know that there are
many of you who will welcome the potential change, but that there will also be some parents who will be a bit anxious.
Unfortunately, there may be things that you have heard through the ‘social media rumour mill’ that concern you. Remember that all information will be communicated to you in a timely fashion, directly by both schools, and please do not
believe everything you hear from other sources.
Please be rest assured that you will all get the right to express your views in the potential consultation process. If you
have any questions at all, feel free to approach me at the start or end of the day, and I will answer your questions as fully
and transparently as possible. Of course, we are only at the very start of a potential consultation process, and no decisions on anything have yet been made.

Sadly, I need to remind parents and carers that their good conduct at school is very important, and that we are in the
process of writing a ‘Parent and Carers Conduct at School Policy’. All staff and children deserve to be treated with respect
and have the right to feel safe. I will present parents and carers with a draft policy once completed, and will ask you for
feedback .
In the meantime, I am going to be very frank in telling you about my determination that any parent who takes ‘justice’
into their own hands and approaches and / or intimidates another child who they feel has done something to upset their
own child, will most likely be banned from school premises for a significant period of time. This decision is never taken
lightly and is always done in consultation with the Chair of Governors. I have had to take this decision twice in this school
year alone, but the welfare and safety of all the children is crucial to me. Please remember to approach relevant staff to
assist you with dealing with issues. In the first instance this should be the class teacher. If needed, the Phase-leader can
be approached. This is Sharron in Nursery to Year 3, and Jim in Year 4 to Year 6. ( Chloe, the SENCO and Year 3/4 leader
will start her maternity leave after Easter, so will not be around for a while). If you feel that the matter needs to come
directly to me, I’d be happy for you to arrange an appointment through the office. Alternatively, you can try and catch me
at the start or end of the day.

Please remember to check our school website at www.smithystreet.org on a regular basis. There is a very comprehensive
section for parents, as well as sections with news and a gallery with photos and clips of events and trips.

Please get in touch with Shelema in the school office if you believe your eligibility status may have changed. If your child is
part time currently and you believe you may be eligible, please get in touch with us.

On Friday April 5th we will close at 1 pm, so please ensure that you collect your children at that time. The teachers and
staff have worked incredibly hard this year and all deserve a timely break!

Thank you

I’m wishing you a restful and enjoyable Easter holiday.
Kind regards

Edith Philipsen

Every Friday morning
from 9.00-10.30am in the
Extended Schools Room.

Women’s Exercise

Headteacher Smithy Street Primary School

SMITHY STREET SCHOOL NEWSLETTER

Public Holiday

Starts:

Volume 1
Issue 4

Every Tuesday mornings from
9.00-10.00am in the middle
hall.

04/04/2019

School Ambassadors
First Floor: Yameen (2E), Fabeha (2R), Rayyan
(1M), Yusuf (RJ)
Second Floor: Yaseera (4B), Yaqoob (3B),
Ubaid (3BR)
Third Floor: Ziyad (4J), Iqram (5C), Myra (5L)
Fourth Floor: Saif (5L), Nuha (6K), Imitiyaz
(6N) Absent

Article 12

You have the right to give your opinion, and for adults to listen and take it seriously.
Rights Respecting Schools Update

This term we have been working towards becoming a Silver UNICEF Rights Respecting School. Our Change Ambassador groups
have been very busy, giving their opinions and working hard to improve our school. Continue reading below for an update on
each of our Change Ambassador Groups:

Map out an Easter egg hunt for your family or
friends.
Use coordinates and directional instructions to
direct them to the area where the eggs are hidden.

Health Ambassadors
Have been monitoring food waste and thinking of ways to reduce food waste at
lunchtimes. Ambassadors are making
posters to put up in the hall and are organising new compost bins, 1 for the
lunch hall and 1 for the roof.
Are focussing on healthy eating and have
been ensuring more fruit is provided
during break times for all of the children.
Will be setting up a stall in the dinner hall
with additional fruit to encourage children to eat more healthily.
Have requested that new sport club are introduced during lunchtimes (football and
netball).

Reading Ambassadors

Took a trip to the Idea Store to research
ways to improve our own school
library.
Have plans to improve the library to
make it more welcoming, including
painting and ordering some new
furniture and will present their ideas to the school governors.
Have been looking through the library
books and removing any books
which are old, outdated or very
worn.

Every school holiday, families across the Stepney
Partnership enjoy participating in ‘Family Homework’.
Children, siblings and parents/carers learn together and have fun! This Easter holiday the homework invites you to learn all about Spring. When
you come back to school, you can share your
learning with your teacher and your class.

Spring Flowers.
Photograph some spring
Plant a seed or some bulbs
and see what happens. You
can even plant some potatoes that are beginning to
form potato eyes or carrot
tops that have been cut off.

flowers that are growing in Tower
Hamlets.
Find out what they are called. Create a
pencil drawing of them and label them.

Playground Ambassadors

Have been busy in the playground praising
positive behaviours. Each week there is
a focus e.g. “saying please and thank
you,” and Ambassadors have been
awarding children stickers when they
see or hear this.
Have been helping children to resolve any
disagreements and have been encouraging children to play together and join
in group games.
Have plans to improve the playground –
Daniel’s Garden and a Friendship Bench.

Global Ambassadors

Have chosen to support a charity of
their choice: Islamic Relief. Children
are planning some fundraising
events in the near future to raise
money and awareness of the charity.
Are keen to plan a ‘Fun Run’ in July.
Are preparing a presentation for visitors about our school and local
community.

Paint or colour an interesting
pattern or picture onto a boiled

Take a photo of your
planting activity and your
growing plant!

Easter
Which groups of people celebrate
Easter at Springtime?
Why do they celebrate Easter?
What is the meaning behind the
Easter festival?

Find out what the young of the following animals are called:
- alligator
- monkey
- rat
- turtle
- hare
Do some
research to discover the names of other baby animals.

