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ear parents and carers,

Ofsted:
First of all: thank you to all parents who have shared their support for the school after the Ofsted report
came out. As you may know, Smithy Street achieved top 20% SATs results at the end of Year 6 last year compared to the national average( as in many other years). In fact, we have been consistently performing well
above National Average in the last ten years + both in terms of achievement and progress, which is reassuring to know for those parents who lost a bit of confidence in the school in light of what Ofsted inspectors
said about us in the two days they were here.
We feel they did not take account of the fantastic practice that is evident day in and day out- indeed, our
fantastic achievements would not be possible with very strong teaching taking place.
Smithy Street was the first Tower Hamlets mainstream school to be inspected under the new Ofsted framework. We have been able to help a number of other schools who are due an inspection by sharing our experiences and we continue to receive the full confidence and support from the Local Authority.
Staff have had to be very resilient in light of the Ofsted report, they have really pulled together and supported each other and the school. They are what make Smithy Street such a special place and they deserve our
gratitude and thanks.

Playground and morning routine:
Can I remind parents that the playground is not supervised by staff during the morning, and that parents are
responsible for their children until the class teacher has taken on the responsibility. Please do not use the
climbing frames in the morning. Can I also ask EYFS parents to wait near the stage area, not in the glass lobby, and wait for staff to collect them before entering the building.
Please note that EYFS parents are the only parents expected to make their way into school in the morning
and drop their children off. All other parents can say goodbye to their children before entering the school.
Parents who need to speak to office staff may do so after the children have gone in.
I have noticed that there is an increasing number of parents who arrive with their children after the playground bell has been rung. Please ensure that you are present in the playground by 8.55 am the latest, as
this sets the right example to your child about being punctual and on time, and makes for a clam and unrushed start of the day.

Leave in term time:
I have also noticed that there is an increase in the number of parents who take their child abroad during
term time. As you know it more than enough for holidays or visiting relatives in other countries.
As a Right Respecting School we all believe that your child has a right to attend school and learn. ( Article
28).
Exceptions are very rarely made; only in the most exceptional circumstances. Costs or visiting an unwell relative does not fall into this category, nor does the fact that you may have never taken leave in term time before. I am simply not able to authorise the leave, which will therefore most likely result in a penalty notice
being issued by the Local Authority.

Please see me in advance of booking tickets if you think you may qualify for ‘exceptional reasons’. Please
note that I must follow the Tower Hamlets Leave in Term time policy , I am therefore unable to consider
your request if you have already booked your tickets in advance of seeing me.
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As we near the end of 2019 and the start of the Christmas break, there are a few things I’d like to share with
you and thank you for.
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Amalgamation:
The informal and formal consultation phases regarding amalgamation with Redlands have now finished, which means
that there is one remaining phase left called ‘statutory notice’. The Local Authority will write to all parents this week,
and notices will be placed at the schools’ entrances. This is a final opportunity for you to make your voice heard. A final
decision will be made by the Mayor of Tower Hamlets near the end of February.
We will soon be organising joint events for parents from Smithy Street and Redlands, including shared coffee mornings.
Here we would like to ask you for your ideas with regards to a smooth transition, should the amalgamation go ahead.
Thank you for your feedback, positivity and engagement with the process.

Christmas holidays:
Please note that school will finish at 1 pm on Friday Dec 20th and will re-open on Monday January 6th .
2020 is set to become a very significant year in the history of Smithy Street, let’s all work together to make it a great
year.
I wish you all a restful and enjoyable Christmas holiday and a happy and prosperous New Year!

Kind regards
Edith Philipsen
Headteacher Primary Street Primary School

Smithy Street Punctuality Fortnight
Smithy Street School had the annual ‘Punctuality Fortnight’ from Monday 25 th November- Friday 6th December 2019. It was really effective as many pupils made extra
effort to come into school on time. Well done to all those pupils!
The table below shows the total number of late in each class during the two weeks.
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During the fortnight, at the end of each week, one pupil from each class won a small prize from the class raffle.
The winners from the whole school raffle are as follows:
1st prize, a family meal to a restaurant of choice – Ayan Y5D
Other prize winners are: Rayan. F Y1R, Madina Y2N, Musa’b Y4E, Odhira Y6L
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Dear Parent,
Flu is now circulating, and the estimate is that it is 4 weeks ahead of last year; the estimated peak of activity is
likely to be around the New Year. We are concerned that with unimmunised people mixing over Christmas
there could be a high level of resulting illness, we would therefore like to get as many children vaccinated as
soon as possible.
It is very important to get your child/children protected against flu. The most common symptoms of flu are
fever, chills, headache, aches and pains in the joints and muscles, and extreme tiredness. Healthy individuals
usually recover within two to seven days, but for some the disease can lead to hospitalisation, permanent
disability or even death.
The vaccine this year is well matched to the circulating virus and therefore offers good protection.

Music opportunities available in the local area:

Tower hamlets Arts and Music Education
Service Thames Isle of Dogs children’s
choir for 7-11 year olds. Most Wednesdays 4.00-5.00pm. Pick up an application
form from the office.

The flu vaccination is available for all healthy children who attend primary school and any child who is ‘at risk’
because they have a particular health issue for example diabetes, asthma or heart problem just to mention a
few. The vaccination will help to protect them against the disease and help reduce its spread both to other
children, including their brothers or sisters, and, of course, their parents and grandparents.
If your child has not been vaccinated against flu this year, please consider getting them protected as soon as
possible. Please see a list below of our community catch up clinics in your child’s area.

16th December 3pm – 5pm Whitechapel Idea store Lab 6 - 321 Whitechapel Road, London E1 1BU
rd

23 December 10am – 1pm Whitechapel Idea Store Lab 6 - 321 Whitechapel Road, London E1 1BU
10th January 3pm – 5pm Whitechapel Idea store Lab 6 - 321 Whitechapel Road, London E1 1BU
15th January 3pm – 5pm Chrisp Street Idea Store Lab 2- East India Dock Road London E14 6BT

Tabla lessons Popular Union
Learn to play the tabla in these intimate group classes with professional
tabla player, Yousuf Khan, covering
everything from rhythm to syllables.
6pm-7pm £5 Age range: 7+
For further info please visit http://
www.towerhamletsarts.org.uk/?
guide=Events&cat=22&cid=69712

Amanda Yerby
Clinical Director, Vaccination UK.

This half term we have set up our new Change Ambassador Groups for 2019-2020 and the academic year. We now
have a Global Change Ambassador Group, a Health Change Ambassador Group, a Reading Change Ambassador Group
and a Faith and Friendship Ambassador Group. These groups of children have been working very hard on the following:
Global Change Ambassador Group – children have decided they would like to focus on the environment and raising
awareness. Children have agreed a rota for litter picking and are looking at ways we can improve recycling at Smithy
Street.
Health Change Ambassador Group – our Health ambassadors have been busy deciding how they would like to improve healthy attitudes across
the school and improve our well-being at Smithy Street.
Reading Change Ambassador Group – children have been very busy being good role models to the younger children in the school. Older children
have been visiting EYFS on a regular basis to read with the younger children to encourage a love of reading.
Faith and Friendship Ambassador Group – our Faith and Friendship group have been thinking of ways to improve behaviour and encourage
friendships in the playground. They have come up with some fun games and ideas which will support children in the playground at lunchtime.

Every Friday morning
from 9.00-10.30am in the
Extended Schools Room.

After school club will be running from Monday 13th January– Friday 27th March 2020. Clubs starts at 3.30-4.30pm.
The deadline to return the application form for clubs was
Thursday 19th December at 4pm. If there are any places
left after allocation has been completed, we will send out
another letter with the remaining clubs with spaces.
Please remember to make your payment on time.
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Term Times 2019-2020
Autumn Term

Spring Term

Summer Term

Starts:

Starts:

06/01/20

20/04/20

Half Term

Half Term

17/02/20-21/02/20

25/05/20-29/05/20

Finishes:

Finishes:

03/04/20 (Closes at 1pm)

17/07/20 (Closes at 1pm)

20/12/19 (Closes
at 1pm)

INSET days

Public Holidays



Monday 29th June
2020





Monday 20th July 2020

Occasional Days



Tuesday 21st July 2020


If your child is going to be absent, please
can you call the office before 9am. everyday.

We have a white letter box at the reception. Please drop off any forms or letters in
this box unless you need help from a member of the admin team.

If anyone is interested in taking
Brett home for the Christmas
holidays, please speak to the
office.

A group of committed parents completed a six week
Abacus program. Abacus is a fun and practical family
learning course to help families manage money with
greater confidence.
Parents learned about:
How to save money

Thank you.

May Day—Friday 8th
May 2020

Monday 2nd December
2019

School Office is open after 9am.
Please do not come to the office before 9 unless it is urgent. You can
always call the office before 9 with
any queries.

All parents who completed the course were awarded with a certificate at
the Lloyd’s of London.

Well done parents!!

How to teach children about money, to look
after their money and reach their aspirations.
How to help children to deal with the pressures
to have things (and themselves), and be
more aware of advertising and branding.
Understand budgeting, credit, and debt.
How to talk with other people about money,
be it family, friends, or banks
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