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ear parents and carers,

It’s also nice to see how the new zebra crossing and roadworks have made such a difference in front of the school. Not only do they look good;
they have also made the road crossing much safer.

Your children may have been talking to you about ‘Rights and Responsibilities’, which is a theme for us this year. We aim to become a ‘Unicef
Rights Respecting School’, more information about this will follow soon.

There are a few things I need to remind you of:
Please do not park in front of the school to drop off or pick up children; this is not safe. All children have a right to be safe in school, including when travelling to school
Please use the zebra crossing to cross the road in front of school, this establishes good road safety behaviours and habits.
The school playground is not supervised before and after school. All children must therefore be supervised by their parents and carers during
these times, as the school does not take any responsibility for any accidents that may occur during this time. We simply do not have
funding to pay for additional staff to supervise children during these times. Please note that the climbing frames should not be used
before and after school.
Only children in Year Five or Year Six who come to school or go home independently are allowed to bring a phone to school and only after
you and your child have signed the school mobile phone agreement and after it has been agreed by myself. The mobile phone must be
handed into the school office before lessons start and can be collected after school. If the child is in Year 5 or 6 and travels to school
independently (whether every day or occasionally), and you allow your child to bring a mobile phone to school, please read, sign and
return the mobile phone agreement, which can be obtained from the school office .
School trips: we strongly believe that going on educational visits vastly enhances children’s education and enjoyment of school. We always
endeavour to keep trip costs as low as possible, so they are affordable for all families. We rarely ask for more that £5,00 per child, but
usually only £2,00 or £3,00. Please note that by law, we are not allowed to make any profits out of the trips, and that the school covers
the costs for staff. However, as trip contributions are entirely voluntary, an increasing number of families choose not to pay or tell us
they are unable to pay. We do not want any child to miss out and be left behind, so we cover the cost of the children whose families
have not paid ourselves. However, this is not sustainable for the school budget. Can I make a plea to all families to make the voluntary
contribution if at all possible? Please come and see me if the cost is a real concern for you, so I can support you in any way possible. I
would be more than happy to accept payment in instalments, for example £1.00 per week or month. Since the start of this school year,
we are already in £600 deficit. With increasing budget cuts, rising costs and a falling roll due to a lack of children in this part of the local
authority, we are really struggling to keep the trips going for financial reasons, and are currently considering cutting back on trips, in
particular trips which cost money, which are often the most exciting ones!
Further to this: the school lost out on over £2,000 after the whole school family trip, due to families not going on the trip at all, or choosing
to not travel on the train with the rest of the school at the last minute. This was despite our enormous efforts to encourage all families
to attend. We had to tell the train company in advance how many tickets we needed, and had to pay them regardless of how many
tickets we managed to sell. It is therefore with regret that we have decided to not organise a family trip in this school year. We hope to
organise another trip in the following year, but will look once again for options which will not cost families any money. I realise this is
not what everyone would have chosen, but I need to protect the school’s finances, in order to secure the children’s educational future.
Last but not least: Sadly there are a very small number of parents/ carers who choose aggression or intimidation to tackle issues. This may
involve staff being verbally threatened, and parents and children being approached and threatened by aggrieved relatives directly. This
is totally against our school ethos and policy. Any parent/ carer who has a concern about another child, parent or member of staff must
approach me directly to discuss this. Under no circumstances must they approach this child, their family or member of staff to threaten
or intimidate them. Parents and carers must let the school deal with this issues. Please note that the Department of Education guidance states that ‘schools are considered private property’ and that members of the public, including parents, do not have automatic
rights to access the school ground or building. This means that the Head teacher of a school can issue a warning, or in some circumstance can ask the Chair of Governors to effectively issue an indefinite ban. All staff, children and their families have a right to feel safe
in school, and I am very passionate about ensuring that this is always the case, and will go to great lengths protecting all. Please see me
if you have any concerns about the conduct of relatives in these circumstances, and rest assured that I will fully investigate and respond
appropriately.

I do hope that you will have an enjoyable half term next week, and I am looking forward to the second half of the Autumn 2018-2019 term.
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Coming to the end of the first half term, I can say with confidence that all children and new teachers have settled in well and are happy. There
have been lots of trips and school-based events, and all children are working very hard in class. I do hope you’ve all been able to meet your child’s
teacher a couple of weeks ago, to discuss their progress and support.

Kind regards,
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Term Times 2018-2019
Autumn Term

Summer Term

Spring Term

Starts:

Starts:

07/01/19

23/04/19

Half Term

Half Term

18/02/19-22/02/19

27/05/19-31/05/19

Finishes:

Finishes:

05/04/19( Closes at 1pm)

19/07/19 (Closes at 1pm)

Half Term
22/10/18-26/10/18
Finishes:
21/12/2018 (Closes
at 1pm)
Special Upcoming Events

INSET days


Monday 22nd July 2019

Tuesday 20th November: Head teacher Coffee Morning from
9am-10am



Tuesday 23rd July 2019

Friday 23rd November: Film Night



Wednesday 24th July 2019

Wednesday 28th November-Parents (Nursery, Reception and
Year 1 only) question and answer session with Dental Team at
9am



Tuesday 11th December: EYFS Nativity Performance to Parents

May Day—6th May 2019

Public Holiday

Thursday 13th December: Christmas Fair
Tuesday 18th December: KS1 Nativity performance to Parents

Occasional Days
Eid-Al-Fitr—Likely to be 4th June 2019

BRETT

Frank
16/07/2011-28/08/2018

We are saddened to announce the passing of our
school pet Frank. He became a very dear member of
Smithy Street Community and will be very dearly
missed.

We would like to introduce our new edition to Smithy Street Primary School.
Our new school pet, Brett! Brett's previous owner didn’t want him, so we have
adopted him. We’re very excited to give
him a new loving home.
If anyone is interested in taking Brett
home for the Christmas holidays, please
speak to the office.
Thank you.

School Ambassadors
We are becoming a Unicef UK Rights Respecting School!
Smithy Street Primary School aims to be a school where children’s
rights are at the heart of our ethos and culture, to improve wellbeing and to develop every child’s talents and abilities to their full
potential. As part of this plan we are working towards recognition
as a ‘Rights Respecting School’, an award given to schools on behalf of Unicef UK. Smithy Street’s pupils will learn about their
rights by putting them into practice every day. A Rights Respecting
School models rights and respect in all its relationships.

First Floor: Yameen (2E), Fabeha (2R), Rayyan (1M),
Yusuf (RJ)
Second Floor: Yaseera (4B), Yaqoob (3B), Ubaid (3BR)
Third Floor: Ziyad (4J), Iqram (5C), Myra (5L)
Fourth Floor: Saif (5L), Nuha (6K), Imitiyaz(6N) Absent

Article 12 of the Convention of the Rights of the Child states that
children 'have the right to give their opinion, and for adults to listen and take it seriously.' Our Article 12 Ambassadors (previously
named the School Council) have been elected and have decided on
4 areas of focus to improve our school. In response to this, we will
be forming 4 Change Ambassador groups next term: Playground
Ambassadors; Global Ambassadors; Health Ambassadors and
Reading Ambassadors, where children have the opportunity to
become an Ambassador and be part of improving our school in
those specific areas. We are very excited to be going on this journey and we really hope that you will be able to support our school
in becoming a Unicef UK Rights Respecting School. Look out for an
update in our next newsletter. You can also have a look at our
Rights Respecting Change Ambassadors display boards to see
some of the amazing work we have been doing! For further information about Rights Respecting Schools please visit: http://
www.unicef.org.uk/rrsa.

Family Homework
Year 5 &

Make up a poem or jingle
to help people remember

6 Footb
all
Campaig
n

The Year 5 and 6 boys have begun
their campaign to win the Smithy
Street vs. Redlands Friday Football
League. Watch this space to see
which team is triumphant.
The girls will take on the challenge in
January!

Lifesavers

these emergency numbers. Record yourself
performing your jingle.
Design a poster to remind people.

Emergency!
Every holiday, families across the Stepney Partnership
primary schools enjoy ‘Family Homework’. Children and
parents/carers learn together and have fun! This half-

Puppets

term’s homework is all about the emergency services.
There are lots of different activities to try so get
busy! See some of our Article 12 Ambassadors’ star
choices .

A huge well done to our
Year 6s for settling nicely
into their first half term at
Smithy Street!

Make a puppet firefighter, paramedic or
police officer out of
an old kitchen issue
roll.

So you want to be a firefighter?
Write a job advert for a firefighter. What sort of person do you need to be? What qualities would you need?
How would you keep fit?

‘Keeping our children and young people safe’
We had a well-attended information session for parents around e-Safety. Topics discussed in the session were:
how to safeguard children and young people from exploitation, the safe use of the internet and social media,
setting age appropriate boundaries and parents’ confidence around monitoring children’s online and offline activity.
If you missed this session and would like some information, please come and see Khaleda, Sharron or
Rukshana (computing Coordinator)
Learning through ‘Play’
An early years focused session where parents learned how children learn about themselves, others and the
world around them through play, and how play develops the skills children need to read and write and how parents can support their learning at home and in school.
If you would like more information please come and see Khaleda/Sharron/ Abi.

ESOL
A number of ESOL classes are running for parents at the school. These are: ESOL Beginners Course, ESOL Life Skills
Course, ICT for ESOL Course and Math’s for ESOL course. The classes are about to commence. Contact Khaleda or
Sabia to be placed on the waiting list for next term.
Abacus
We have a really exciting series of workshops all about money for Year 5 parents (or other parents who may be interested). Abacus is a fun, relaxed and interactive program that covers different themes each week for six weeks. These include:
money psychology, budgeting & money saving, credit and credit scores, debt, children and money and insurance/ communication. To top it off, parents will attend two trips, one of them being the Lloyds of London. Parents will also be rewarded
with a certificate on completion. The sessions are every Monday morning from 9.00-10.30am. The first session is on Monday 29th of October.
If you are interested in participating, please come and see Khaleda / Sharron.

Every Friday morning
from 9.00-10.30am in the
Extended Schools Room.

Women’s Exercise
Every Tuesday mornings from 9.00-10.00am
in the middle hall.

